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International Falls Safe Routes to School Plan Update 
SRTS Team Meeting #3 

November 17, 2016 @ 11:00 a.m. – Koochiching County PH&HS Building 
 

Attendees 
Bryan Anderson 
Ken Anderson 
Tara Besch 
Derek Foss 

Matthew Gouin 
Perryn Hedlund 
Julia Herbert 
Betsy Johnson 

Danielle Schermerhorn 
Russell Habermann 

Summary 
The meeting began at 11:00 a.m. in the Koochiching County Public Health and Human Services 
Building with Russell Habermann, Associate Planner with the Arrowhead Regional Development 
Commission (ARDC), introducing himself, welcoming everyone in attendance, and asking attendees 
to introduce themselves. After introductions, Habermann noted that the meeting would include a 
review of the drafted Safe Routes to School plan document; this review would offer the opportunity 
to voice input on the drafted plan. He also noted the progress of the project to-date. 
 
Review of Safe Routes to School Plan Document 
Habermann provided physical copies of the draft plan to the SRTS Team and explained that he 
compiled a presentation to generally outline the plan document by chapter; this presentation may 
also be used to aid one goal in the plan, to share the Safe Routes plan to the International Falls 
community. He then utilized this presentation to outline the plan, inviting comments and questions 
from the SRTS Team about requested additions or revisions to the plan. 
 
Outlining the draft plan document by chapter, the presentation included an overview of the plan 
introduction, vision, existing conditions, issue identification, action plan, evaluation plan, 
implementation steps, and available SRTS funding. Comments generated throughout the discussion 
included: 

 Consider a user activated signal at the intersection of Highway 11/71 and 6th Street 

 Include SRTS Team support of the completion of the Voyageurs Trail, ensuring on-road 
connections for unfinished portions of the trail in interim 

 Address the designation of non-motorized vs. mixed-use trails for proposed connections 

 Offer 17th Street as an example where lighting for walking/biking facilities should be 
addressed 

 When addressing shared use of the Blue Ox Trail, include that further research and 
collaboration with other user groups (i.e. Arrowhead ATV group) should be completed 

 Consider further enhancements (sidewalk on north side of 11th Street and crossing on the 
north side of intersection) to the intersection of Highway 11/71 and 11th Street 

 Add 15th Street E. to the list of sidewalk/trail construction 

 Include 20th Street to list of priority streets for enhancements in the Safe Routes network 

 On page 8, italicize Julia Herbert’s title, change Danielle Schermerhorn’s title to “community 
member,” and change Rich Mastin’s title to “City of International Falls Police Department” 

 Consider the addition of a “disclaimer” at the beginning of the plan that notes the plan 
includes short- to long-term action items and that explains, though lengthy, the project list 
represents all opportunities to address issues brought forth during the planning process 
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Next Steps 
ARDC will develop a meeting summary, and Tara Besch will distribute a copy to attendees; ARDC 
will then post all meeting materials on the project website (www.saferoutesifalls.wordpress.com). 
ARDC will apply collected at the meeting and from SRTS Team members who provided feedback 
prior to the meeting to the plan and distribute the final draft document to the SRTS Team for final 
review.  
 
Anyone interested in participating in the planning process is encouraged to contact Russell 
Habermann of ARDC by phone at 218-529-7552 or by email at rhabermann@ardc.org. 
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